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Thank you all very much for coming to my Bar Mitzvah. I am very happy that so many
of my relatives came from various parts of the United States and the world, especially
from Israel, to be with me on this very happy occasion. I am especially pleased to

see my grandparents with me today.

The Torah portion Vayera which we read in Shul this morning begins "Vayera Elav Adonai
Be'elone Mamre, Vehu Yoshaiv Pesach HaOhel Kechom Hayom" "and G-d appeared to him
(Abraham) in the oaks of Mamre and he was sitting at the entrance of the tent in the
heat of the day." Rashi points out that there are many questions on this Pesuk and

on the succeeding Pesukim that ne=d an explanation. For example, in the third verse
it reads "Vayomar Adonai Imno Motzosi Chaim Be'enecho Alno Ta'avor Me'Al Avdechs

"and he said, 'My Lord, if please I find favor in Your eyes do not pass from on Your
servant.” Here we learn something strange. We learn that G-d had appeared to Abrabham
in the oaks of Mamre while Abraham was sitting in the heat of the day when B ot

a sudden Abraham raises his eyes and he sees three strangers, and he runs to grect
them leaving G-d by saying, '"G-d, if I find favor in Your eyes, don't go." 1In other
words, according to Rashi, Abraham, in effect, was saying, "Don't go away, G-d. I
will be right back. 1 have some very important business to do.'" Then Abraham leaves

G-d and goes to welcome the strangers and bring them into his home.

From this, the Rabbis teach us that welcoming guests is even more important than welcoming
the Scheina,‘G-d's presence. How can this be? What can this possibly mean? After

all, isn't it one of man's main goals, according to our religion, to find and commune

with G-d, the Master of All. Perhaps the answer to all these questions can be found

if we read these Pesukim carefully. The Rabbis ask the question, “Why does it have

to say that G-d appeared to Abraham in the oaks of Mamre, and why does it have to

say that Abraham was sitting amd in the heat of the day?" The Torah tells us that

Abraham had three good friends in the Land of Canaan. One was Avner, one was Eshkol,

and one was Mamre. The Rabbis tell us that the reason why G-d had come to visit Abraham

was because he had just been circumcised three days before.  The third day alier an
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operation is usually the worst day. G-d had purposely made that day very hot so that
Abraham would stav inside his tent and recuperate, but instead Abraham became doubly
worried because perhaps somebody had miscaculated and wandered off in the desert on
such 2 hot day, and that person would doubly need his aid and, therefore, Abraham

£ the entrance to his tent waiting to see if he could help other people.

The Rabbis tell us that when G-d had first told Abraham tc circumcise himself he consulted

with his friends. Avner and Eshkol were not too thrilled with the idea. They b

and hawed. Oniv Mamre told him openlv and enthusiastically to go ahead with it.

That's why his name is mentioned here. Of course, Abraham would have gone ahead with
it anyway, but Abraham was verv worried. He was very worried that by becoming circumcised

he would be tctally separated f everybody else, that he would not be able anvmore

to relate to his friends, that he would not be able anymore to teach the world about
the One G-d arnd about doing Gemilas Chasodeem, deeds of kindness. He was afraid he

was going to be too different

The whole protlem of being Jewish and of being still a part of the gemeral society

is still a problem that we all have even today. Abraham had been circumcised but

he was still sitting in the heat of the day waiting for strangers. Although he was
no® set apart and different, it did not mean he was to have no connection with the
world. We Jews have always believed that we wuoc be part of the world even if we

are separate and different from it. It is not easy. We believe that we do not reach

G-d fully unless we are engaged in helping people.

Based on these Pesukim, the Rabbis also learn that judges can sit when they are rendering
judgement, according to the Laws of the Torah, even though we believe that G-d's presence,
in the court. We mighc then think that since G-d's Shechina, or presence,

is present with the judges when they make decisions that they, therefore, should stand,
but we say nu. We get closer to G-d and feel His presence even more when we do deeds

of righteousness. lhe judges have to sit so they will not get tired and make the
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wrong decisions. By izing correctly they are doing a big Mitzvah. That's why Abraham

could tell CG-¢, '™

ute. I will be right back. I have to help some strangers."

In this way nhe would

=ven closer to G-d because he would be doing a Mitzvah.

grow up I will always realize that doing Mitzvahs and helping ¢L¥§

me to feel more Jewish and allow me to feel closer to G-d

. something that Avner and Eshkol did not know. He knew

: e ép TO L.
te ieaxrn something from somebody you de ntéflearn something from

at® . .
Toa learn from somebody different than you. 1If you want

ne gw )
ou < we$ lcarn from somebody like you who does not know how to

to an expert violinist. If you want to learn to be a lawyer

net o to someone like you. You go to somebody who is already

a lawver or doctor > is teaching in a school.

We Jews are the world, but we still must be different from others in the world

carn how to live moral lives and all the other beautiful things

-

so that the

of our religicn. To unfortunately, there are many Jews who decide to quit being

Jewish becauss wan: to be totally part of the world, and there are others who

want to cut themsaives { completely from the world so that the world will not harm

them. This has ccu the traditional Jewish view., We have always been like Abraham:

part of the world. actached to the world but separate from it. Circumcision makes

us different frem others but not completely separate. The world still needs to learn

much from us.

I hope and prav i

I grow up I will always remember the lessons of my Bar Mitzvah,

that I will alwa ud to be a Jew, that I will realize that I can be a Jew in

the full sense of the word, that I can keep Shabbos, that 1 can keep kosher and do
all the Mitzvahs and still relate to the world and contribute my share to it by being
a successful businessman or professional or a success in any field I should choose.

I hope and pray that 1 will grow up to always give my parents and grandparents, relatives,
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and friends maches and joy, and that I will grow up to become a credit nmot only to
myself, but zlso to my people, my religion, and my community. At this time I would
also like to thank all my teachers of the Hillel Day School for all their efforts

in helping me appreciate Judaism. I would also like to especially thank

who taught me my Bar Mitzvah. 1, of course, want to thank my brothers,

and sister, Sharon, for being patient with me and helping me with all my problems
even though scmetimee we have little disagreements. We love each other very much

[ especially want to thank my parents for all the love and devotion they have showered
on me. They have givayme an example of what it means to have a Jewish home and live
at all times according to the Laws of our Terah. I hope that T will always make them
proud. May I always live up to their example. Thanks again to all of you for coming
to my Bar Mitzvah. May the Holy One, Blessed be He, allow us to share many simchas
together, and may we have many occasions upon which to wish each other Mabrouk, Mazel

Tov. Amen.




